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A little bit of  background information…

• In England, KS2 SATs are taken the end of  Year 6

• They assess the children against the age-related expectations 

for Year 6

• They help the government to see how well primary schools are 

performing

• Secondary schools are given this information but each choose 

to use it in different ways: some use it to set target grades; some 

use it for setting purposes; some completely retest the children 

when they enter Year 7



Our Approach at St Peter’s

• We believe in encouraging the children to do their best, 

whilst being realistic about the importance of  these 

tests

• We strongly believe in a broad and balanced curriculum

• We believe in giving the children a positive experience 

of  a statutory assessment that is externally marked

• We want to give parents the opportunity to be involved 

in how much information gets shared with pupils



What SATs will the children sit?

• English Reading

• English Spelling Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG)

• Maths

There is no Science SAT test but the children will receive a teacher 

assessment.

Writing is also assessed through teacher assessment based on the writing the 

children have done over the year. This is sometimes externally moderated by 

West Sussex County Council. We were moderated last year.



Date Test

Monday 13th May

English Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation

Paper 1 – Grammar and Punctuation (45 

minutes)

Paper 2 – Spelling (not timed)

Tuesday 14th May
English Reading Paper 

(1 hour)

Wednesday 15th May

Mathematics

Paper 1 Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Paper 2 Reasoning (40 minutes)

Thursday 16th May

Mathematics

Paper 3 Reasoning (40 minutes)

Friday 17th May NO TESTS



PAPER OVERVIEW
SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR

• Two papers: Paper 1 – Grammar and Punctuation, Paper 2 – Spelling

• Paper 1 (grammar and punctuation) lasts 45mins and has roughly 50 

questions

• Paper 1 (grammar and punctuation) only consists of  short answers 

(writing in the punctuation, ticking boxes, drawing lines to answers, 

writing one word answers)

• In Paper 1 (grammar and punctuation) , if  answers are written, they have 

to be spelt correctly to get the mark,

e.g. is’nt would not be accepted

• Paper 2 (spelling) isn’t timed and has 20 spellings



Example Questions

PUNCTUATION



Example Questions

GRAMMAR



Example Questions

SPELLING



There is a glossary of  

terms on your tables is 

this is helpful!



PAPER OVERVIEW

READING

• One paper which lasts an hour

• The children have three texts to read which get progressively more 

difficult

• A mixture of  fiction and non-fiction

• The questions often tell them which page they need to look on for the 

answer

• They are encouraged to look back through the texts when answering 

questions – they don’t have to do it from memory

• They answer a mixtures of  short answer and longer answer questions



2019’s reading booklet



One of  the biggest issues 

children have with this paper is 

reading stamina!

Regular reading at home is so 

important.



Example Questions

READING



Example Questions

READING



Example Questions

READING



PAPER OVERVIEW

MATHS

• There are three papers: one arithmetic and two reasoning

• They have 30mins for the arithmetic paper

• They have 40mins for each reasoning paper

• The questions get progressively more difficult and are designed to 

provide challenge to all children, even the most able. This means that 

some questions are tricky.



Example Questions

ARITHMETIC – EARLY QUESTION



Example Questions

ARITHMETIC – LATER QUESTION



Example Questions

REASONING PAPER – EARLY QUESTION



Example Questions

REASONING PAPER – FINAL QUESTION



Special Arrangements for Some Children:

• Some children may qualify for extra time (25%). This is usually 

based on an assessment of  your child’s reading ability or if  

they have an educational or healthcare plan (EHCP)

• Some children may qualify for a reader if  they struggle with 

reading (but not for the reading test)

• For some children, we may decide it would help them to have 

‘rest breaks’ during the test. 

If  this is the case, parents will be informed before your child takes 

their SATs.



What do the results mean?

Your child will receive a raw score for each paper. These will be converted into a scaled score. The 

scaled score helps you to see whether your child has met the expected standard in each of  the 

subjects.

100

80

120

105

110

115

95

90

85

A scaled score of  100 and above means your child has met the 

expected standard

Maximum scaled score = 120



Your child’s results will look something like this:

Maximum scaled score = 120



Reporting Writing Results

• Writing is teacher assessed so there will be no SAT test

• Writing is the only subject where you will be told whether or 

not your child is working ‘at greater depth’. This means they 

are working above their age related expectations

Reporting Science Results

• Science is teacher assessed so there will be no SAT test

• Science is judged as working at the standard or working below 

the standard



We will never tell your child that 

they have not met the expected 

standard.



How is your child doing now?

• Last week, the children had a go at the 2019 paper which we 

have marked

• You can take these home at the end and you can look at these 

results to see if  your child has met the expected standard in 

these papers

• It is up to you whether you share this information with your 

child

• Do not panic if  you see lots of  wrong answers – they need to 

score roughly half  marks to get the expected standard. We 

are also only in January/February!



Expected Standard for 2023 papers

These change each year as they are dependent on how all Y6 

children performed across the country. We do not know the 

threshold before they sit the tests. Easy papers = thresholds go 

up, hard papers = thresholds go down

Reading – 24/50

Mathematics (Paper 1, 2 and 3 combined) – 56/110

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (Paper 1 and 2 combined) –

36/70





How Can You Help?

We’re not sending 

home grammar but if  

you do want to help 

your child to revise, 

the one page 

overview might be a 

good starting point.









Regular reading does wonders! Times Table Rockstars 

Homework



Discussions about spelling rules is really helpful. Spelling Shed 
is a good place to see the rules in action.


