
How we teach core subjects 

English: Writing 
At St Peter’s, Cowfold, we follow a Mastery Approach for writing, which provides both teachers 
and pupils with a framework for embedding previous knowledge, while developing and honing 
pupils’ skills and competency. Our aim is to develop young writers who are able to express 
themselves confidently through written English, whilst also fostering our pupils’ love of writing. 
 
We believe that best writing happens when children are engaged with the subject matter and know 
how they need to write to be successful. Because of this, our writing units are carefully planned to 
allow us to teach the necessary skills such as grammar, punctuation and composition. We also 
engage children with the subject matter through providing engaging contexts for writing, and 
linking high-quality texts to our writing units.  

Subject Concepts 

The outcomes of the National Curriculum are achieved through our Mastery English curriculum. 

Within this curriculum, we teach writing through four main purposes. These are: 

WRITING TO INFORM 

WRITING TO ENTERTAIN 

WRITING TO PERSUADE 

WRITING TO DISCUSS 

 

We teach each purpose over the course of a half term. This means that: 

• We are able to teach similar genres of writing together within a half term. This allows our 

pupils to embed key skills over a longer period of time. 

• That pupils become more confident over the course of the unit as they are beginning to use 

the skills they have been taught independently 

These four purposes are covered to differing degrees each year based on the age of the children. 

The overview for this is as follows: 

 AU1 AU2 SP1 SP2 SU1 SU2 

RAINBOW/ 
DOVE 

ENTERTAIN INFORM ENTERTAIN INFORM ENTERTAIN INFORM 

PALM INFORM ENTERTAIN INFORM ENTERTAIN PERSUADE ENTERTAIN 

OAK INFORM ENTERTAIN INFORM ENTERTAIN PERSUADE DISCUSS 

 



Vision Concepts: 
 

Our vision concepts spiral throughout our curriculum so St Peter’s children have a range of 
opportunities to apply what they have learnt in meaningful contexts and live out our school values, 
develop spiritually and explore their own beliefs 

Our children apply their knowledge and skills that are set out in our small-steps progression 
documents to become ‘agents of change’ and explore ‘courageous advocacy’ through our vision 
concepts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Steps Progression 
 

Teachers use the small steps overview to understand the National Curriculum objectives that they 

need to teach over the year. When they plan each unit they pick the ones that best suit the 

purpose of the unit that they are teaching, making sure that by the end of the year all the 

objectives are covered to the necessary depth.  

Teachers cover the objectives their children need. The beauty of starting with this progression grid 

is that they can think about where each child is on the continuum.   

For writers with gaps – we plan times to teach the objectives from the years below that they need.  

For able writers – we choose objectives from higher years that fit the purpose pupils are doing too.  

 

 

 

 

 

Community 

The concept that we have a 

responsibility as a Christian 

community to learn about, 

understand and help others 

in our school, village, 

nation and world 

 

Community 

The concept that we have a 

responsibility as a Christian 

community to learn about, 

understand and love others 

in our school, village, nation 

and the world 

 

Christian Values 

The concept that if we live by 

our distinctively Christian 

values and can demonstrate 

the qualities of our learning 

friends we will be equipped 

as lifelong learners 

 

Ambition 

The concept that we should 

use our knowledge and skills 

to improve the lives of 

ourselves and others 

 

 



Planning a Writing Unit 
 

Teachers are encouraged to “Plan with the End in Mind”, thinking carefully about the features they 

wish their final piece of contain and providing opportunities for the children to learn these skills. 

Our Purpose Overview Sheets support teachers with their planning of units as they suggest 

Punctuation, Sentence and Text level objectives which would fit with the required genre of writing. 

 

Phonics and Spelling 
 

When children join St Peter’s, they begin our school phonics programme, “Bug Club”. This takes 

children through their phonics phases so they acquire a solid understanding of 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence. 

As children move into KS2, they begin our Spelling Shed programme. Using this, the children are 

taught, and required to learn and practice the different spelling rules covered in the National 

Curriculum.  

 

Handwriting  
 

Children at St Peter’s are taught a cursive script handwriting style using the joins and letter 

formation set out in our handwriting scheme, Letter Join. A copy of the letter formations are shown 

below: 

 

 



Assessment  
 

At St Peter’s, our assessment of writing is done through “No More Marking”. This is a national 

programme in which children from our school complete an unaided piece of writing. This piece of 

writing then goes through a series of comparative judgments from teachers across the country. 

This allows us to see where our pupils sit nationally compared to children of a similar age. 

At the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2, children’s writing is also judged against national assessment 

frameworks. 

 

 

 


