
HOW WE TEACH WRITING 2020-21 

At St Peter’s we believe that the best writing happens when the children understand, and 

are excited about, the purpose of why they are writing. We look for engaging contexts such 

as writing to the Prime Minister, producing posters for our own museum or finishing an 

amazing story that has had us gripped. 

There are a few fundamental principles we stick by: 

 Quality writing should be developed through ‘The Writing Process’ in a carefully 

planned ‘Writing Unit’. 

 Engaging, quality texts must be at the heart of every Writing Unit. We use the texts 

as our inspiration and to model language devices / techniques for the children. 

 Our ‘Writing Units’ are roughly structured around the ‘I-model’, see below: 

Immersion - drama, role play, video clips, text analysis 

Identify - what grammar and language features does the ‘Purpose’ require? 

What skills do the children need? Who is the audience? What is the purpose? 

Impart - teach the grammar and language features that the pupils need. 

Imitate - children practice the grammar skills and writing 'tricks' taught using 

central texts as inspiration and as a model. 

Ideas - talking through plots helps pupils sustain their writing quality. 

Into Rough - first draft of main piece. 

Improve - editing and proof reading. 

Independence - raise the level of independence as the piece progresses. 

Into best - final piece (or part of it) may be published for display. 

 Grammar, punctuation and language devices should be taught with a purpose in 

mind i.e. as a rehearsal of language to be used in the main piece of writing that a unit 

is focussing on. 

 We will identify projects and purposes for writing within the categories below: 

 

 We focus on one of the above purposes for about half a term. 

 In Key Stage 2 each piece of writing (UNIT) should take two to three weeks to allow 

for quality over quantity (including editing; but not necessarily into best). 

 This may be shorter in EYFS/KS1 due to children’s attention span. 



1. Where it All Begins - Objectives Progression Overview.  

Teachers use this overview to know the National Curriculum objectives that they need to teach over the 

year. When they plan each ‘UNIT’ they pick the ones that best suit the purpose of the ‘UNIT’ that they are 

teaching, making sure that by the end of the year all the objectives are covered to the necessary depth. 

Teachers cover the objectives their children need. The beauty of starting with this progression grid is that 

they can think about where each child is on the continuum.  

- For writers with gaps – we plan times to teach the objectives from the years below that they need. 

- For able writers – we choose objectives from higher years that fit the purpose pupils are doing too. 
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2. Making Sure the Right Coverage of Different Types of Writing 

Happens – we use these ‘Purposes’ over a school year: 



3. Our ‘PURPOSE UNIT’ Overview Sheets 
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UNITS – Purpose Unit Overview Sheets 

Teachers pick the grammar and text level objectives that best suit the purpose of the ‘UNIT’ that they are 

teaching. They think ahead about what topics they will be doing and what purposes best fit those topics. 

Then they make sure they have the right balance of Fiction and Non to generate the right mix of ‘Purposes’ 

that will enable them to cover all the objectives for the year. 

 For more detail about what each objective actually means for each year teachers refer to the Year 

by Year pages of the: 

St Peter’s Writing Objectives Progression Overview (see section 1) 
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4. ‘Session By Session’ Planning. 

The final stage for teachers is to plan out the ‘Unit’ in a detailed session by session approach following the 

‘I – Model’ (plan- rehearsal of skills, imitation of a model text, drafting etc). Teachers are encouraged not 

to ‘crow-bar’ objectives in – use the ones that suit the purpose / genre and plan a well thought out 

‘JOURNEY’. Of course, plans need adapting in light of how the children learn. Formative assessments feed 

into the planning process and the session by session planning is changed according to the pupils needs 



Phonics & Spelling: 
Key Stage 1 and EYFS: 
Phonics sessions are carried out each day and these are be fun and interactive. The teaching of 
phonics follows the National Curriculum progression of phonics statutory guidelines. St Peter’s 
uses the Primary National Strategy 2007 – Letters and Sounds Framework to underpin the 
progression of teaching and tracks children’s progress through the ‘Phonics Phases’ that Letters 
and Sounds lays out.  All children are sent home with spellings to practise which are based on the 
differentiated spelling phases.  
 
There are half-termly summative assessments in phonics to determine which children need 
spelling intervention groups or extension activities. We aim to ensure ALL children are challenged 
and have an embedded understanding of phonics before they reach Key Stage 2. 
 
Key stage 2:  
Teachers carry out a termly diagnostic spelling test based on the Letters and Sounds guidance. 
Children in phase six and under join intervention sessions and children beyond phase 16 are 
challenged with more complex or technical spellings. 
 
Teachers also follow the National Curriculum guidelines for spelling patterns/rules progression 
suggested for each year group. These spelling patterns/rules are taught through spelling and 
handwriting lessons throughout the week and may be tackled during our intervention sessions. 
These involve small group teaching of new spelling strategies/rules, games and activities to 
practise and apply differentiated spellings.  
 
Each child is provided with spellings linked to their ability, following a diagnostic test each term, on 
a weekly basis to practise at home. Children and Parents in KS2 arel also provided with the 
homework to support children in embedding their spellings. 
 

Handwriting: 
The curriculum states that: 
Pupils in Key Stage 1 are taught to: 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right 
place 

 form capital letters 

 form digits 0-9 

 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed 
in similar ways) and to practise these. 

 
To enable this St Peter's Key Stage 1 and EYFS children are taught how to form manuscript letters, 
taking care to model and support children in the correct directional formation to support their 
joined-up writing in Key Stage 2. We begin teach lead-ins in Year 1, but teach ‘ball & stick’ style 
letters with a ‘lead-out’ based on the Nelson Handwriting Scheme prior to this. Parents receive a 
summary of letter formation in their ‘Welcome Pack’ when their child starts Reception. 
Handwriting lessons are sometimes combined with phonics and spelling lessons. 
 
 



Key Stage Two: 
Pupils in lower Key Stage 2 are taught to: 

 use the lead-ins and lead-outs that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing 
are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

 
Pupils in upper Key Stage 2 are taught to: 

 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

 choose which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to 
join specific letters 

 choose the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 
 
Key Stage 2 teachers will model and teach handwriting, at least once a week, along with spelling 
lessons. The Nelson handwriting scheme will be followed except we WILL join the descenders. 
 
All children will write with pencils initially. When children move into Year 4 they begin to write 
using a BLUE pen in their written work. 
 

The Writing Process 

Training the children up to undertake the process of drafting and re-drafting is a core aim for us at 

St Peter’s. We talk to the children about how ‘Authors’ try out ideas and then make revisions and 

alterations to make their writing sound better and better. 

We talk about the impact writing should have on the reader / listener. 

We talk about ‘Growth Mindsets’ and growing the ability to improve our work.  

Feedback is therefore the key and we believe in doing the following: 

• Teachers & TAs will mark in GREEN. Pupils will mark in RED. Books will show the impact of 

feedback because pupils have gone back and made corrections / modifications in RED. 

• It may be necessary to use TAs and/or focus marking groups to achieve the level of ‘On The 

Spot’ feedback teachers want to achieve. Some distance marking will still occur if adults 

can’t reach every child in a lesson. 

• Self and peer marking will be used when appropriate. It is a powerful way of involving 

children in their own self-assessment and can inform them to make judgements about their 

level of success such as R.A.G. (red, amber, green). 

• When giving written or verbal feedback the language of STARS (strengths) & WISHES (things 

to improve or do next time) will be used. There does not have to be a written STAR and 

WISH for every piece of work. 

 

 



Guidance to Teachers - Other Important Principles on the Writing Process 

 

 


