How we teach the wider curriculum

Music

At St Peter’s, Cowfold we offer students a broad range of musical opportunities and experiences.
Pupils are engaged and inspired to develop a love of music and their talents as musicians. Music
at St Peter’s aims to increase self-confidence and creativity through the exploration of musical
composition, performance and listening.

All children at St Peters, Cowfold have regular opportunities to sing and use their voices. Through
lessons, they are given the chance to learn musical instruments and to use technology
appropriately. In addition to music lessons and singing assemblies in school, students are able to
take part in extra-curricular activities such as church services, often culminating in performances
to the wider community.

Subject Concepts

The outcomes of the national curriculum are achieved through our concept-based curriculum. Our
subject concepts are a helpful way to oragnise a curriculum as they provide learners with a
disciplined way of thinking about curriculum content. Subject concepts come up repeatedly in each
subject within our curriculum, supporting learners to assimilate new knowledge into growing
schema.

Our vision concepts spiral throughout our curriculum so St Peter’s children have a range of
opportunities to apply what they have learnt in meaningful contexts and live out our school values,
develop spiritually and explore their own beliefs.

Our children apply their knowledge and skills that are set out in our small-steps progression
documents to become ‘agents of change’ and explore ‘courageous advocacy’ through our vision
concepts.
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Small Steps Progression

Each subject concept has progression indicators called small-steps. The small-steps outline what
intended knowledge pupils should attain during each milestone. We refer to the substantive
knowledge as ‘| know’ knowledge and disciplinary knowledge as ‘I can’ knowledge. The small step
documents, that describe this progression, are organised into 4 milestones. These are:

« Early Years Foundation Stage
++ Milestone 1 — Year 1 and 2
+» Milestone 2 — Year 3 and 4
++» Milestone 3 — Year5 and 6

Assessment

We assess the ‘| know’ knowledge and ‘I can’ knowledge each term. Within a particular milestone,
a teacher assessment is made for each learner’s level of knowledge: emerging, advancing and
deepening. These levels of knowledge represent 3 cognitive domains.
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