
How we teach core subjects 

Religious Education and Worldviews - RE 
At St Peter’s, Cowfold we believe Religious education should enable every child to flourish and to 

live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). It will help educate for dignity and respect, encouraging all to 

live well together. 

 

The religious education (RE) at St Peter’s, Cowfold CE Primary School is informed by our school 
vision and values and our Anglican foundation. 

As a church school, we recognise the core place that RE occupies in relation to our Christian 
distinctiveness and regard it as one of our core subjects. The teaching of Christianity sits at the 
heart of our RE curriculum, but we recognise the variety of religious and non-religious 
backgrounds that make up our school community and respect this variety of backgrounds in the 
spirit of Christian welcome. Pupils and their families can expect a RE curriculum that meets legal 
requirements, is rich and varied and provides pupils with a thorough knowledge and understanding 
of a range of faiths and worldviews. We actively promote British values, including the respect for 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We challenge racism and all forms of prejudice. RE is 
one curriculum area in which our pupils encounter and critically reflect on a range of religions and 
worldviews. 

As an Aided Church of England School we meet the West Sussex Agreed Syllabus, using high 
quality resources and an enquiry approach to engage pupils with Christianity and other religions 
and worldviews, focusing on significant theological concepts which develop and deepen pupils’ 
own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious literacy. 

Links with our Christian values and our school vision support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural (SMSC) development and we provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to 
understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of 
faiths and worldviews studied. 

Our RE curriculum map covers the statutory requirements of the West Sussex Agreed Syllabus 
2021 and we use Understanding Christianity and The Emmanuel Project to help us deliver this 
content effectively. Worldviews are woven through our RE curriculum and intrinsic to each unit of 
work. Our RE spiral curriculum is built on concepts and it has been updated for September 2025 to 
ensure it reflects the recommendations from Ofsted’s Research Review into Religious Education 
(May 2021) and the requirements of the West Sussex New Agreed Syllabus (April 2021). 
Teaching and Learning activities provide fully for the needs of all pupils, so that they develop a 
wide range of skills including enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection.  

 



Subject Concepts 

 

The outcomes of the national curriculum are achieved through our concept-based curriculum. Our 

subject concepts are a helpful way to organise a curriculum as they provide learners with a 

disciplined way of thinking about curriculum content. Subject concepts come up repeatedly in each 

subject within our curriculum, supporting learners to assimilate new knowledge into growing 

schema. This approach fits the findings of the OFSTED Religious Education Review (May 2021), 

and our vision for our pupils to be ‘lifelong learners’. 

There are three Subject Concepts, upon which our curriculum is ‘hung’.  

1. WHAT PEOPLE BELIEVE – Theology – The Core Concepts and Beliefs of Religions and World Views 
Making Sense of the Text. 

2. HOW PEOPLE LIVE BY THEIR BELIEFS – Living – Social Science 
Understanding the Impact 

3. HOW BELIEFS HELP US TO THINK INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OURSELVES – Philosophy  

                                                                                    and Spirituality – Identity, significance and Impact                      

                                                                           Making Connections 

All learning relates to these Subject Concepts and to help the pupils build schema, they will be 

aware of when they are learning about what people believe or when they are looking at the way 

people live their lives according to their beliefs. There will always be chances for the children to 

undertake deeper thinking about how what they are learning fits in with what they think or believe, 

the impact it’s having on their thoughts and how connections occur between religions. This builds 

RELIGIOUS LITERACY and impacts on the children’s ability to be mature, informed, free thinkers. 

RE lessons provide a safe space 
for pupils to explore their own 
religious, spiritual and/or 
philosophical ways of seeing, 
living and thinking, believing and 
belonging. They provide 
opportunities to engage in 
meaningful and informed 
dialogue with those of all religions 
and worldviews. Pupils 
experience opportunities to learn 
and express themselves through 
an enquiry-based style of 
learning. 

We teach RE to all pupils, 
whatever their individual needs. 
RE forms part of our commitment 
to provide a broad, balanced and 
inspirational education for all 
pupils.  

 Through Religious Education our children think analytically, take responsibility and see beyond 
their own horizon. 

 Through Religious Education our children have the opportunity to grow spiritually, to be 
resilient and challenge themselves and each other in order to succeed together. 

 Through Religious Education our children are encouraged to be courageous advocates who 
challenge inequalities in society and are able to articulate spiritual and ethical issues. 



To help our pupils build schema, and ‘pin their learning on’ The Subject Concepts, we overtly refer 

to what Subject Concept our questions relate to. We use three child characters to help the children 

become familiar with The Subject Concepts and this also develops their own disciplinary 

knowledge, as they develop and progress through the school. 

Theo – Theology / Believing 
This is about believing. It looks at where beliefs come from, how they have changed 

over time, how they are applied differently in different contexts and how they relate to 

each other. 

 

Livvy – Social Sciences / Living  
 

This is about living. It explores the diverse ways in which people practise their 

beliefs. It engages with the impact of beliefs on individuals, communities and 

societies. 

Sophia – Philosophy / Thinking  
This is about thinking. It is about finding out how and whether things make sense. It 

deals with questions of morality and ethics. It takes seriously the nature of reality, 

knowledge and existence. 

 

 

Vision Concepts: 
 

Our vision concepts spiral throughout our curriculum so St Peter’s children have a range of 
opportunities to apply what they have learnt in meaningful contexts and live out our school values, 
develop spiritually and explore their own beliefs. 

Our children apply their knowledge and skills that are set out in our small-steps progression 
documents to become ‘agents of change’ and explore ‘courageous advocacy’ through our vision 
concepts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 

The concept that we have a 

responsibility as a Christian 

community to learn about, 

understand and help others 

in our school, village, 

nation and world 

 

Community 

The concept that we have a 

responsibility as a Christian 

community to learn about, 

understand and love others 

in our school, village, nation 

and the world 

 

Christian Values 

The concept that if we live by 

our distinctively Christian 

values and can demonstrate 

the qualities of our learning 

friends we will be equipped 

as lifelong learners 

 

Ambition 

The concept that we should 

use our knowledge and skills 

to improve the lives of 

ourselves and others 

 

 



Small Steps Progression 
 

Each subject concept has progression indicators called small-steps. The small-steps outline what 

intended knowledge pupils should attain during each milestone. We refer to the substantive 

knowledge as ‘I know’ knowledge and disciplinary knowledge as ‘I can’ knowledge. The small step 

documents, that describe this progression, are organised into 4 milestones. These are: 

 Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Milestone 1 – Year 1 and 2 

 Milestone 2 – Year 3 and 4 

 Milestone 3 – Year 5 and 6 

 

Assessment  
 

We assess the ‘I know’ knowledge and ‘I can’ knowledge each term. Within a particular milestone, 

a teacher assessment is made for each learner’s level of knowledge: emerging, advancing and 

deepening. These levels of knowledge represent 3 cognitive domains. 

 

 

 

 

 

Advancing Emerging Deepening 


