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AIMS

We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills.

At St Peter’s School we strive for children to be ‘Secondary Ready’. By the end of Key Stage 2 we aim for a child to be able to:

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct

· have an interest in a range of texts and read for enjoyment

· have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms

· understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation

· be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness

· have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

Phonics & Spelling:

Key Stage 1 and EYFS:

Phonics sessions will be carried out each day and these will be fun and interactive. The teaching of phonics will follow the National Curriculum progression of phonics statutory guidelines. No specific phonics scheme will be implemented, and a variety of schemes may be used to gain ideas for activities. However, St Peter’s uses the Primary National Strategy 2007 – Letters and Sounds Framework to underpin the progression of teaching and tracks children’s progress through the ‘Phonics Phases’ that Letters and Sounds lays out.  All children will be sent home with spellings to practise which are based on differentiated spelling phases. 

There will be continuous teacher assessment of phonics to determine which children need spelling intervention groups or extension activities, to ensure ALL children are challenged and have an embedded understanding of phonics before they reach Key Stage 2.

Key stage 2: 

Teachers will carry out a termly diagnostic test based on the Letters and Sounds guidance. Children in phase six and under will need to join intervention sessions and children beyond phase 16 will be challenged with more complex or technical spellings.

Teachers will follow the National Curriculum guidelines for spelling patterns/rules progression suggested for each year group. These spelling patterns/rules will be taught through spelling and handwriting carousel lessons throughout the week. Carousel activities will involve small group teaching of new spelling strategies/rules, games and activities to practise and apply differentiated spellings. 
Each child will be provided with spellings linked to their ability, following a diagnostic test each term, on a weekly basis to practise at home. Children and Parents in years 3, 4 and 5 will also be provided with the homework grid to support children in embedding their spellings in memorable ways (such as gross motor activities to encourage trace memory and a larger spelling imprint on the brain).
Reading

St Peter’s draws on a range of reading schemes to provide a wide variety of books that engage and cater to every child. In Key Stage 1 and EYFS the books are colour coded into sets of similar difficulty and children work their way up through the colour groups as they become more confident readers.

All children in the school have a reading record which is signed both at home and at school whenever a child reads to an adult in KS1 and EYFS. Children are expected to read at least 5 times a week at home and for younger children that will always be to an adult. Even if older children read independently they still should ‘check-in’ with their parent/s twice a week to share their reading record comments.

All children are also heard read by a teacher or TA at least once a week during guided reading.

Library books, or their own books, will generally be used by older pupils as the book they log in their reading record. Whereas for younger readers, usually Key Stage 1, the coloured ‘Reader’ forms their main book and library books may be read with/to an adult as an additional bonus. The point at which children need to stop reading ‘out-loud’ to an adult depends very much on the child but will usually be somewhere around Year 3 or 4. At this time children will complete two entries in their reading record each week themselves, commenting on a range of ideas related to the text they are enjoying. Children in years 3, 4 and 5 will be provided with prompts for reading record comments in their homework grid.
To encourage the children to use their reading records teachers use incentives such as merits or green reward tokens. Staff monitor those children who do not get the support at home and may find it harder to gain these rewards. These children have ‘one-to-one’ reading arranged at school with a TA or parent helper.

Handwriting:

The curriculum states that:

Pupils in Key Stage 1 should be taught to:

· sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

· begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place

· form capital letters

· form digits 0-9

· understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

To enable this St Peter's Key Stage 1 and EYFS children will be taught how to form manuscript letters, taking care to model and support children in the correct directional formation to support their joined up writing in Key Stage 2. We do not teach lead-ins in KS1 but teach ‘ball & stick’ style letters with a ‘lead-out’ based on the Nelson Handwriting Scheme. Parents receive a summary of letter formation in their ‘Welcome Pack’ when their child starts Reception. Handwriting lessons will be combined with phonics and spelling lessons.

Key Stage Two:

Pupils in lower Key Stage 2 should be taught to:

· use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

· increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch].

Pupils in upper Key Stage 2 should be taught to:

· write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

· choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters

· choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

Key Stage 2 teachers will model and teach handwriting, at least once a week, along with spelling lessons. The Nelson handwriting scheme will be followed except we WILL join the descenders.

All children will write with pencils initially. Those children who consistently demonstrate neat, legible joined handwriting will be awarded a pen license. The pen license will allow those children to use a BLUE pen in their written work.
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